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The nineteenth century represented a period in which the American population greatly increased. In 1800 the number of people residing in America was roughly five million, this number skyrocketed to 75 million people by 1900. Most of this population was attributable to immigration which happened in two tranches. First, the old immigrants who migrated between 1820s and 1870s. This batch of immigrants were Britons and Germans who were literate, English speaking, and who found it easy to integrate with the natives. The second batch also referred to the new wave of immigrants came from 1870. 
There were several factors which encouraged the new wave of immigration. Some came because they were running away from persecutions in their homes. Others came to find for new opportunities and to escape poverty from their home countries (Bertram, 2020). Another thing that facilitated this new wave of migration was the booming industry in America. The discovery of cheap and efficient means of transport also contributed to the immigration buzz. There were also no restrictions to those who wanted to enter American until 1882 when the federal government reformed the immigration policy through the immigration act of 1882. The act detailed unfit people who should not be allowed to America such as lunatics, idiots or convicts. Those who could not demonstrate ability to support themselves financially were also shipped back to their countries. During the same year, another immigration law was passed which barred any immigration of the Chinese people to the United States. This was in response to uproar that they caused job losses and increased competition for the natives. 
The laws enacted and the hostility that immigrant faced was a shortcoming that led to pushing of the immigrants out of the United States. However, the US managed to pull them back because of their vibrant economy which needed labor. The US also maintained its position as a safe harbor for those who were persecuted in their countries. 
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